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42 Fourth Street  
Hillburn, NY 10931  

Phone: 845 -357-5670 
 

Office & Vicarage 
64 Creekside Circle 

Spring Valley NY 10977 
Phone/Fax: 845-362-8158 

 
Web Site 

http://www.sjmarthoma.org  

STJAMES MAR THOMA CHURCH OF 
ROCKLAND 

2012 

Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path. 
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Executive Committee - 2011 

Other Contributors  

Office Bearers  
                                                        Area Code (845)                                    

Vicar & President 
Rev.  Mathew Varugh-
ese 

362-8158  

Vice-President Kuruvilla Cherian 365-1336  

Secretary Rajan Mathew 624-2114  

Treasurer John Mathew 365-8289  

Accountant Alex Mathew 359-0359  

Lay Ministrant  
Chacko P. George  268-4435  

Shaimi Jacob 553-4370  

Committee Members  

Clarkstown Area Elizabeth Mathew 268-6553  

Clarkstown Area Moncy Kurian 268-0250  

Ramapo Area George Alexander   567-6925  

Ramapo Area Beena John 425-3788  

Orangetown Area Mathew Samuel 613-7673  

Assembly Member Subin Alexander 398-5179  

Mandalam Member Valsamma Jose 352-1631  

Edavaka Mission Thomas Varghese 627-2535  

Choir    

Sevika Sangham Valsamma Jose 352-1631  

Sunday School Mariamma Ninan 639-1128  

Youth Fellowship Sherlin Philip (914)263-5940  

Yuvajana Sakhyam George T. Karakal 624-1108  

Auditors  

Auditor Sony  Mathews 269-2471  

Auditor Ajay Pappan 504-0599  

Maintenance Committee  

1 year term Thomas Ninan  639-1128  

2 year term Sanjayan Joseph  215-9357  

3 year term Jose P Mathunny  352-1631  

    

    

Website  
Administrator 

Thomas V. Cheriyan 627-0227  
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Worship Service Every Sunday 10:15 am 

Regular Parish Activities  

Sunday School  
(9/1ð 6/30) 

Every Sunday  09:00 am 

Choir Practice Every Sunday 01:15 pm 

Area Prayer Meetings 

Orangetown Area First Saturday  07:00 pm 

Ramapo Area Second Saturday  07:00 pm 

Clarkstown Area Third Saturday  07:00 pm 

Youth Fellowship 
First Sunday 
Third Saturday 

 After Service 
10:30 am 

Yuvajana Sakhyam Third Friday  07:00 pm 

Sevika Sangham 
First Monday/Tuesday 
Third Monday/Tuesday 

 07:00 pm 
07:00 pm 

Edavaka Mission 
First Friday 
Fourth Saturday 

 07:30 pm 
 07:30 pm 

   

   



 14 

 

Parish Updates 

 

JCCR Christmas Carol 

 

The Twelfth Ecumenical Christmas Carol Service under the   auspices 

of  the Joint Council of Churches of Rockland, New York will be held 

on Sunday, January 8, 2012 at 4:30 PM at St. Maryôs Indian Orthodox 

Church, 66 E Maple Ave, Suffern. The Most Rev. Dr. Thomas Mar Eu-

sebious Metropolitan from Syro- Malankara Catholic Exarchate will 

deliver the Christmas Message.   All are invited. 
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 Vicarõs Message 

 

Volume XXII Issue 1 

JANUARY 2012 

 
New Year, New Beginning. 

ñThe steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his mercies never come to an 

end; they are new every morning; great is thy faithfulness.ò 

The year 2011 became the history, by the grace of God; we are entering into a 

New Year 2012.  As we lead a routine life, New Year is the time of overhaul-

ing and refreshing our monotonous life style.  ñThe steadfast love of the 

LORD never ceases, his mercies never come to an end; they are new every 

morning; great is thy faithfulness. "The LORD is my portion," says my soul, 

"therefore I will hope in him." (Lamentations 3:22-24) 

Fear and anxiety about the future is became part of our modern life style, with 

all the information technologies and most modern gadgets world is in our fin-

ger tips, yet there are many basic things we are not able to control. The sick-

ness and death, natural and manmade calamities, global economic recession 

etc. The only remedy for the ever growing anxiety and fear is faith in the liv-

ing God.  In the bible several times we come across the promise of God  ñfear 

notò. Godôs promises are not meaningless statements but they are life giving 

word of God. In Genesis 15.1 we read óéfear not, Abraham, I am thy shield, 

your exceedingly great reward.ô 

Jesus encouraged us to live in the present and do not worry about tomorrow, 

ñTherefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about it-

self. Each day has enough trouble of its own.ò (Mt.6.34) 

We are not sure what the New Year holds for us, but we must be sure about 

who is holding our future. No matter the struggles, challenges and obstacles 

we have in our life, wake up every morning and know that each day is a new 

opportunity to experience His love and compassion, like the sun. No matter 

your circumstances, His love is there, never failing, new every morning. 

Each day is an opportunity to give ourselves to the service of God and the 

people around us. Often we asses our life on the basis of the years added into 

our life, instead of adding years to our life let us add life to years in relation 

with God and our fellow beings. 

Finally in the book of Revelation we read óé.fear not I am the first and the 

last.ô  May this New Year bring you faith, hope and love, but the greatest of 

these is love. 

 

I wish you all  a prosperous New Year ahead. 

In His Service, 

Rev. Mathew Varughese. 
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Date Service Assistant Usher Usher 

Jan. 01 Watch night service & new year Holy communion ends at 12.30 am 

Jan.  08 Jeremy Job Sneha Sara Kurian Dalia Ann Mathew 

Jan.  15 N. M. Mathew Mary Thomas Shaina Mathews 

Jan.  22 Subin Alexander Robin Chacko Jerry John 

Jan. 29 Jibin C.  George Jonathan M. Abraham Navitha John 

Service Assignments 

Date Time Service 

Jan. 01 Watch night service & new year Holy communion ends at 12.30 am 

Jan.  08 10:15 AM Holy Communion (English)   

Jan. 15 10:15 AM Holy Communion (Malayalam)  

Jan.  22 10:15 AM Holy Communion (English)   

Jan.29 10:15 AM Divine (English) 

Worship Services 

Jan. 01 
Evangelism: Reception into the Covenant Community (Outside 
Kerala Mission)  

Jan.  08 St. Stephens Day  

Jan. 15 God of Peace  

Jan.  22 Grow in Unity  

Jan. 29 Repent - Return 

         Date     Theme    

Intercessory Prayer: At the church every Sunday 

If anyone has prayer requests, kindly inform the Lay Ministrants 
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2 Babu Mathew  &   Aleyamma  Mathew Nanuet 

 

5 John K. Alexander  &  Susan Alexander Tappan 

7 Binu Mathew &  Blessy Mathew New City 

9 Rajesh Mathew &    Elsy Philip Cortland Manor 

11 Chris Jacob Abraham &   Maya Jacob Abraham Newburg 

13 Joseph P.  David &   Mariamma David Spring Valley 

16 Dey P. Neduvelil &  Elizabeth Day Orangeburg 

16 Gigi Tom &   Jolly Tom congers 

17 T.T. George &  Salomi George Spring Valley 

19 Nebu Varghese &   Giti Varghese Poughkeepsie  

20 Joji Joshua &   Rency Joshua Nanuet 

24 Jacob George & Rachel Jacob Tappan 

26 Jose P.  Mathunny &  Vlasamma Jose Spring Valley 

29 Thomas Zachariah &  Saramma Zachariah Nanuet 
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3 Rachel G. Karakal Nanuet 

6 Jonathan Mathew Abraham Nanuet 

8 Jibin C.  George Vallley Cottage 

8 Jenny Mariamma Idiculla Bergenfield 

8 Biju Mathew New City 

12 Kuruvilla Cherian Orangeburg 

12 Maya Mary  David Spring Valley 

13 Joel P. Dey Orangeburg 

14 John P. Koshy Spring  Valley 

14 Alice Mathew Nanuet 

15 Mary Thomas Avenel 

15 Robin Chacko New City 

16 Jeremy Job Congers 

17 Thomas Christison Danbury 

18 Rency Joshua Nanuet 

22 Sneha Sara Kurian Congers 

23 Subin Alexander Tappan 

25 Dalia Ann Mathew Bardonia 

28 Annamma   Daniel Wappingers Falls 

28 Navita Mariam John Nanuet 

28 Shaina Mathews Spring Valley 

28 Jerry John Spring Valley 

31 Winson George Spring Valley 

 

 5 

 

Date Lesson 1 Lesson 2 Epistle Gospel 

Jan. 01 Watch night service & new year Holy communion ends at 12.30 am 

Jan.  08 Dan.1:1-21  Acts. 7:54-60  Acts. 6:1-7  St. Mat. 24:45-51  

Jan. 15 Micah. 4:1-7  Rom.5:1-11  Eph. 2:11-19  St. Mat. 5:1-9  

Jan. 22 Isa.60:l-1  2Pet. 1:1-11  Eph. 4:1-7  St. John. 17:21-26  

Jan. 29 Joel. 2:12-17  Rev.. 2:12-17  Eph. 5:8-14  St. Luke. 13:1-5  

Lectionary 

Date Lesson 1 Lesson 2 

Jan. 01 Watch night service & new year Holy communion ends at 12.30 am 

Jan.  08 Binu Mathew Blessy Mathew 

Jan.  15 John K. Alexander    Susan Alexander 

Jan.  22 Joji Joshua  Rency Joshua 

Jan. 29 Gigi Tom  Jolly Tom 

Scripture Reading Assignments 

Area Prayer Meeting 

 

 
Date  Area Place 

Jan.7.  Clarkstown  Binu Mathew, 16 Durant Rd, New City at 
7:00PM 
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¶ Choir Practice 

 Every Sunday after Church Service except  

 First Sunday 

 

 Every week.  For details contact Choir 

 Leader / Choir Secretary 

 

Note: If you play a musical instrument and would like to be a part of the Choir, please 
contact  Achen. 

         Choir  

  Youth Fellowship 

  

¶ Youth Fellowship Meeting: 
¶  
 When:   Jan 22, 2012 After Service 
 
 Where:  At the Church. 
 

 

Sevika Sangham 

 
Regular Prayer Meeting/Bible Study:  
When:    
Where:     
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Youth Chaplainôs Corner 

Greetings in the name of One Triune God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  

Welcome to the Year 2012!  A new year brings us so many possibilities and 

responsibilities. When I say new possibilities I mean we have more opportu-

nities to witness Christ in this world. By responsibilities I mean that we need 

to become serious Christians who live with maturity and responsibly. We 

have freedom to do anything and everything in this world. No one can con-

trol us but as a Christian youth we need to practice responsibility for the free-

dom we receive.  At this time we need to do a self-evaluation (remembering 

and thanking God) to see how God was faithful to us in the past year. As the 

Psalmist say in 116:3-4, ñWhat shall I render to the LORD For all His bene-

fits toward me? I shall lift up the cup of salvation and call upon the name of 

the LORD.ò This past month was packed with so many exciting and chal-

lenging programs organized by many of our youth fellowships and region. I 

give thanks to God for His providence in conducting the Fall One Day Con-

ference at Epiphany Mar Thoma Church. Bible study, main talks, group dis-

cussion, worship and praise sessions, all were deeply moving and beneficial 

to all those who participated in it.  During the advent season St. Thomas 

MTC Youth Fellowship did a 25-day advent video devotion. Different Ad-

vent-related biblical passages were exposed by our Youths and indeed as In-

dian ï American Christian Youths our unique perspectives were challenging 

and a blessing to all. These videos can be viewed in their Youth website 

http://www.stmtcyf.org/. I participated with Staten Island MTC Youth Fel-

lowship volunteering at a community outreach project called Project Help 

with food pantry. All the youths who participated in this project came to 

know the needs and challenges NYC homeless population and poor faces in 

everyday lives. Similarly St. Johnôs MTC youths distributed lunch bags to 

homeless population in NYC. Also St. James MTC YF cleaned the yards of 

few elderly people in the Rockland area. On a different note, some of our 

youth members are faced with some health crisis. Health is a precious gift 

from God. When confronted with health problems, let us be reminded that 

God is the greatest healer and He is still in control of us. This month our 

church is observing a liturgical festival called Epiphany (January 6th). The 

word Epiphany means ñShowing forth,ò ñmanifestation,ò or ñrevelation.ò 

During this special liturgical celebration the church commemorates the first 

Christôs manifestation to the gentiles as the promised Messiah. My prayer is 

that God may enable us to walk in His glory all the days of our lives. May 

God bless you all and have a blessed New Year. 

 

In His Ministry, 

 
Rev. Biju  P. Simon. 

 

 

http://www.stmtcyf.org/
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Sunday School 

¶ Sunday School Classes   
 - will be held every Sunday at 9:00 AM. 
 
 

Sunday School Midterm Exam on  
January 15,2012.  
 

Regular Prayer Meeting:  
 

 

Yuvajana Sakhyam 

 
¶ Regular Prayer Meeting/Bible Study:  

When:  
Where:   
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St. James Mar Thoma Church - January 2012January 2012 
SUN  MON  TUE WED THU  FRI SAT 

1 
Watch night service and New year  
Holy Communion ends at 12.30AM. 

2 
 

3 4 5 
 

6 
 

7 
Area Prayer 
Clarkstown. @ 7:00PM 
 

8 
 
Holy Communion (Eng) - 10:15AM . 
 
 Choir Practice after service 
 
JCCR Christmas Carol  - 4:30 PM  
@St Maryôs IOC Suffern 

9 
 

10 11 12 13 
 

14 
 

15 
 
Holy Communion (Mal.)  - 10:15AM  
 
 
Choir Practice after service 

16 
 

17 18 
 

19 
 

20 
 

21 
 

22 
 
Holy Communion (Eng.)  - 10:15AM   
 
Choir Practice after service. 
 
 

23 24 
 

25 26 
 

27 28 
 

29 
 
Divine Service (Eng.) - 10: 15 AM 
 
Choir Practice after service. 
   

30 
 

31     
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SUN  MON  TUE WED THU  FRI SAT 

1 
Watch night service and New year  
Holy Communion ends at 12.30AM. 

2 
 

3 4 5 
 

6 
 

7 
Area Prayer 
Clarkstown. @ 7:00PM 
 

8 
 
Holy Communion (Eng) - 10:15AM . 
 
 Choir Practice after service 
 
JCCR Christmas Carol  - 4:30 PM  
@St Maryôs IOC Suffern 

9 
 

10 11 12 13 
 

14 
 

15 
 
Holy Communion (Mal.)  - 10:15AM  
 
 
Choir Practice after service 

16 
 

17 18 
 

19 
 

20 
 

21 
 

22 
 
Holy Communion (Eng.)  - 10:15AM   
 
Choir Practice after service. 
 
 

23 24 
 

25 26 
 

27 28 
 

29 
 
Divine Service (Eng.) - 10: 15 AM 
 
Choir Practice after service. 
   

30 
 

31     


